
I would like to thank 
all of the residents who 
re-elected me as Mayor 
of Calumet City. I am 
humbled by your sup-
port and your vote of 
confidence is reassur-
ing. My administration 
is committed to keep 
our community moving 
forward, especially in 
these tough economic 
times.

 
Last month, Fox News Chicago highlighted our  
community in a series called “Road to Recovery.” 
They broadcast their entire news program live from 
Tom’s Restaurant in Calumet City. Anchors Robin Rob-
inson and Jeff Goldblatt interviewed residents in the 
audience to get a local perspective on the effect of 
nation’s current economic climate on Main Street.
 
The tone was an optimistic one. Residents said though 
times are tough, there is a light at the end of the  
tunnel. Local entrepreneurs voiced their confidence in 
the local business atmosphere. 

 

Even though the media often paints a bleak econom-
ic picture, there are bright spots in Calumet City’s 
economic outlook. Last fall, we acquired the new 
Sam’s Club on Torrence Avenue. This summer, Pete’s 
Fresh Market will open its doors on Sibley Boulevard. 
Both bring over 200 full-time and part-time jobs to the 
community. Buffalo Wild Wings is scheduled to open 
at the corner of Torrence Avenue and River Oaks 
Drive in September of this year. 
 
The occupancy rate at the River Oaks Shopping  
Center is strong and businesses are doing well. While 
Macy’s stores nationwide are seeing a drop in sales, 
the Macy’s in the mall is thriving and now ranks 11th 
out of hundreds of East Coast and Midwest locations. 
 
Today’s challenges require fresh thinking and an  
innovative approach. We must continue to work  
together to keep moving forward. We all have the 
same community concerns. We want to live in a 
neighborhood that is safe. We want to work in a  
community that strives to attract and retain busi-
nesses. We want to raise our families in a community 
with good schools that offer solid educations and  
opportunities for a brighter future. We will build 
on the progress we’ve made and continue to move  
forward–together.
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Mayor Michelle with Fox News Chicago anchors  
Robin Robinson and Jeff Goldblatt.

Fox News Chicago broadcasts live from Calumet City.

Mayor Michelle Markiewicz 
Qualkinbush



PUBLIC 
SAFET Y

Public safety is the city administration’s number one priority.
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CCPD ADDS 
EQUIPMENT  
TO FLEET
The police department 
recently added three 
new Segways and three 
new all-terrain vehicles 
(ATV’s) to the fleet. They 
will be utilized for com-
munity policing details 
in neighborhoods this  
summer.  All six items 
were purchased with na-
tional and regional drug seizure monies in partnership with the 
US Drug Enforcement Administration.  Two new Harley David-
son motorcycles also were purchased with monies from a DUI  
enforcement grant. These items are in addition to 11 new 
squad cars purchased late last year. 

OFFICERS COMPLETE ATV TRAINING
Several Calumet City police officers recently completed 
an intensive ATV training course as part of the ATV Safety  
Institute’s National Rider Certification program. The training 
is necessary to ensure the safe and responsible operation of 
ATV’s in times of use. The police department utilizes ATV’s for 
neighborhood patrols, burglary details and crowd control at 
public events.
 

RED LIGHT CAMERAS
The police department utiliz-
es red light cameras through-
out the city to ensure public 
safety at busy intersections. 
When a driver disregards 
a red light, the camera  
records the license plate of the  
vehicle and a ticket is issued. 
The city currently has two 
cameras in operation and the 
system will include a total of nine by Fall 2009. 
 
Locations in operation

•	Westbound	on	River	Oaks	Drive	at	Arthur	Street

•	Eastbound	on	River	Oaks	at	Arthur	Street

Locations to be completed by this fall

•	Westbound	on	Torrence	Avenue	at	River	Oaks	Drive

•	Northbound	on	Burnham	Avenue	at	Michigan	City	Road

•	Westbound	on	Torrence	Avenue	at	Sibley	Boulevard

•	Northbound	on	Torrence	Avenue	at	Michigan	City	Road

•	Southbound	on	Torrence	Avenue	at	Michigan	City	Road

•	Northbound	on	Torrence	Avenue	at	Pulaski	Road 
•	Westbound	on	Burnham	Avenue	at	River	Oaks	Drive

Officers train on all-terrain vehicles.

Signs remind drivers to obey  
traffic laws at city intersections.

An officer patrols the neighborhood 
on a new Segway.

Mayor Michelle inspects a new police motorcycle purchased with  
a DUI enforcement grant.



PUBLIC 
SAFET Y
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NATIONAL  
NIGHT OUT
Join neighbors, city offi-
cials and police officers 
to take a stand against 
crime. National Night 
Out	 brings	 the	 commu-
nity together to send a 
message to criminals. This year’s event will be on Tuesday, 
August	 4,	 at	 6:30	 pm	 at	 Memorial	 Park,	 612	 Wentworth	
Ave. 

CITY UNVEILS NEW NASCAR
The police department unveiled its newly-completed  
NASCAR squad car. The car was created to promote 
the Gangs Resistance Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.)  
Program	in	schools	and	will	be	used	for	parades,	car	shows	
and other community activities. The car is a rebuilt 2004 
Ford	Crown	Victoria	Police	Interceptor	squad,	updated	with	 
standard	 NASCAR	 features.	 Over	 20	 organizations	 and	
businesses helped fund the project.

 

HYDRANT TESTING COMPLETED
The fire department recently finished the annual fire hydrant 
testing. Each of the city’s 1,100 hydrants were tested to  
assure proper operation. Unlawful opening of the hydrants 
causes a drastic drop in water pressure, creating a danger-
ous situation during times of emergency. Report open fire  
hydrants to the police department at (708) 868-2500. 

REVERSE 911 NOW ONLINE
The city utilizes a reverse 911 system called CodeRed, allow-
ing emergency personnel to contact residents and business  
owners in the event of emergency situations such as  
power outages, missing persons, weather updates, water and  
sewer service disruption and gas-line breaks. It was  
instrumental in the flood warnings in September 2008 and 
deep freeze advisories last winter. Adding a cell phone or 
secondary line allows for faster communication and keeps 
property owners informed while away from home or the  
office. Visit www.calumetcity.org and click on the CodeRed 
logo to register an additional phone number.
 

The police department unveils the new  
G.R.E.A.T. Program NASCAR squad.

Firefighters test a fire hydrant’s water pressure.



COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Calumet City works aggressively to promote its thriving business community 
while attracting new development.
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PETE’S FRESH MARKET OPENING  
IN AUGUST
Pete’s	 Fresh	Market,	 now	with	 six	 locations	 throughout	 the	
Chicagoland area, will open its newest store at 1968  
Sibley	Blvd	this	August.	The	grocery	store	has	been	complete-
ly redeveloped and beautified with new landscaping. The  
improvements in the 70,000-sq-ft store feature new  
equipment including refrigeration systems, ovens, lighting  
fixtures and a new terrazzo floor.
 
In	addition,	Pete’s	will	give	a	boost	to	the	local	job	market	by	
employing 150 full-time and part-time employees. The store 
also will serve as a major shopping destination along Sibley 
Boulevard,	one	of	the	area’s	busiest	roadways.	Pete’s	Fresh	
Market	offers	fresh	fruits	and	vegetables	purchased	straight	
from farms. The store also offers fresh, top-quality meats, a 
full-service deli, fresh and frozen seafood and a bakery with 
goods prepared daily – in addition to a wide variety of dry 
staple and specialty foods.
 
BUFFALO 
WILD WINGS 
COMING TO 
CALUMET CITY
Buffalo	 Wild	 Wings	
Grill	 and	 Bar	 is	
scheduled to open in September at the corner of Torrence  
Avenue	 and	 River	 Oaks	 Drive.	 The	 restaurant	 chain	 offers	 
authentic	Buffalo,	New	York-style	chicken	wings,	served	in	14	
signature sauces, and a full menu featuring everything from  
salads to appetizers to burgers. All will be served in a relaxed,  
comfortable atmosphere featuring the big-screen televisions 
and	the	Buzztime	Trivia	game.
 

N ’ A W L I N S 
CRAB HOUSE 
OPENS ON 
STATE & STATE
N’awlins Crab 
House recently 
opened its doors 
at	 One	 State	 St	 in	
Calumet City. The 
restaurant serves 
New	 Orleans	 style	
seafood and beverages while providing a warm, friendly 
atmosphere. N’awlins’ menu includes chicken, shrimp,  
charbroiled steak, seafood tacos, ocean fish, pasta,  
seafood combos, jambalaya, sandwiches and the famous 
Fish N’ Chips.
 

RIB B RIBS NOW OPEN 
ON RIVER OAKS DRIVE
Located	at	1761	River	Oaks	Dr,	
Rib	B	Ribs	offers	 “the	best	 ribs	
in town.” The menu includes 
barbecue ribs, chicken, hotlinks, 
turkey chili, pork chop, cedar 
plank salmon and a salad bar. 
Rib	B	Ribs	also	 features	a	des-
sert menu, including peach and 
blackberry cobblers, banana 
pudding and a seasonal sweet 
potato pie.
 

Pete’s Fresh Market is scheduled to open this August.

SHOP CALUMET CITY
If every city resident spends just $5 a week  
in Calumet City stores, that amounts to 
$200,000 a week and $10.4 million in  
annual sales. Whether shopping for school  
supplies, servicing a vehicle or dining out, make 
a conscious effort to support the owners and  
employees of Calumet City businesses.

N’awlins Crab House is located at the corner of 
State Line Road and State Street.

Rib B Ribs, located at  
1761 River Oaks Drive.



INFRASTRUCTURE & FACILITY

IMPROVEMENTS
The city consistently improves roadways, sewers and public buildings.
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NEW  
FRESHWATER 
PUMP STATION
The city is construct-
ing a new $2.6 million 
freshwater pump sta-
tion, near Stewart Av-
enue and Greenbay 
Avenue. Construction 
will include the instal-
lation of four horizon-
tal split-case pump and motors, including new pumps, 15  
fittings, valves, check valves, piping, painting, vacuum prime 
system, backup generators and transformers. The outside of 
the new building will have the same architectural look as City 
Hall. The project ensures the safe delivery of clean drinking-
water to Calumet City’s 17,000 residential, commercial and 
industrial properties for decades to come.
 
LIGHTS IMPROVE VISIBILITY ON 
WENTWORTH AVENUE
Fifty-five new street lights are being installed on Wentworth 
Avenue as part of the city’s Comprehensive Roadway Im-
provement	Project.	The	new	 lights	span	 from	Mason	Street	
south to the Little Calumet River. The $425,000 project was 

funded	with	Motor	
Fuel Tax and Com-
munity Develop-
ment	 Block	 Grant	
monies. The new 
aluminum pole de-
sign replaces ag-
ing wooden poles 
and will provide 
improved lighting 
and nighttime vis-
ibility along the 
roadway.
 

LIBRARY EXPANSION NEARS COMPLETION
The	 new	 expansion	 of	 the	 Calumet	 City	 Public	 Library	 is	
nearly finished. The 10,000-sq-ft addition will allow the  
library to expand services and improve accessibility. The 
new	 wing	 will	 house	 the	 Youth	 Services	 Department.	 The	 
expansion will enable the library to offer more youth  
programs, additional books, a computer room and a  
separate	Youth	Services	desk.		

NEW TRAFFIC LIGHTS IMPROVE  
PUBLIC SAFETY
Two new sets of traffic lights were recently installed to  
provide better traffic control and increase pedestrian safety. 
The first set of lights is located at Exchange Avenue and  
Sibley	 Boulevard,	 an	 area	 of	 high	 commuter	 traffic	 and	 
multiple school crossings. The second set is located at  
River	 Drive	 and	 River	 Oaks	 Drive,	 just	 east	 of	 the	 River	 
Oaks	 Shopping	
Center. The instal-
lation of both sites 
cost $230,000 
and was paid 
for with bond  
monies.

Mayor Michelle,  
Water Superintendant Mark Nosich 

and officials from Robinson  
Engineering review plans of the new 

freshwater pump station.

An electrician works on a new street light 
on Wentworth Avenue.

An inside view of the new Youth Services area at the 
Calumet City Public Library.

A crew installs new traffic lights at the corner of  
River Drive and River Oaks Drive.



NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION 
PROGRAM

The Neighborhood Revitalization Program focuses on eliminating blighted 
properties and improving Calumet City neighborhoods.
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The	 Neighborhood	 Revitalization	 Project	 is	 designed	 to	 
increase property values by eliminating dilapidated  
housing and return neighborhoods to their original intent. 
Tearing down these properties increases the value of area 
houses, prevents potential rental properties and reduces  
density in our neighborhoods.
 
The project also includes neighborhood infrastructure  
improvements currently being done in the Forsythe Avenue 
neighborhood in the Fifth Ward. The project encompasses 
the	area	south	of	Pulaski	Road,	west	of	State	Line	Road,	north	
of 157th Street and east of Wentworth Avenue.

SCOPE OF WORK
Forsythe Avenue at Pulaski Road
•	 New	pavement	and	storm	water	sewers

•	 Wider	section	to	incorporate	a	raised,	landscaped	 
 center median and a 12-foot right-turn lane

•	 New	neighborhood	development	sign	and	lighting	 
 fixtures
 
Forsythe Avenue at 155th Place
•	 New	pavement	and	storm	water	sewers

•	 Installation	of	roundabout	intersection	with	landscaped		
 center median

•	 New	lighting	fixtures
 

 Other Improvements
	•	 New	cul-de-sacs	installed	at	 
		 154th	Place	at	State	Line	Road,			
		 154th	Place	at	Wentworth		 	
  Avenue, 155th Street at  
  Wentworth Avenue and 155th   
		 Place	at	Wentworth	Avenue

	•	 New	pavement,	sidewalks	and			
  lighting along Forsythe Avenue

•	 Improved	drainage	structures	and		
  pipe modifications

•	 Stamped	and	colored	asphalt	on		
		 all	crosswalks	from	Pulaski	Road	to		
  157th Street

A crew works at Forsythe Avenue and 155th Place.

New cul-de-sacs are designed to ease the traffic flow  
through the neighborhood.

Improved drainage structures and pipe modifications will improve rainwater drainage in the area.



CITY 
SERVICES

WASTE REMOVAL GUIDELINES 
The	city	contracts	with	Waste	Management	to	provide	waste	
collection and disposal services. Residents should follow 
these guidelines to ensure proper waste removal:

•	 Residents	are	required	to	use	the	green	toter	issued	to		 	
 their property.

•	 Residents	are	required	to	mark	the	toter	with	their	
 address. Labels, decals, markers and spray paint are all  
 acceptable.

•	 Toters	must	be	ready	for	pick-up	by	6:30	am	on	the	
 scheduled pick-up day.

•	 Carpeting,	tree	branches	and	other	long	items	must	
 be cut and bundled into three-foot sections weighing 
 no more than 50 pounds.

•	 This	is	a	“take-all”	program.	Waste	Management	
 removes bulk items and appliances on the scheduled 
 pick-up day. A special phone call is not necessary. 
 Appliance doors should be removed to ensure safety for  
 children in the area.

•	 The	program	excludes	construction	debris	(concrete,	
 siding, roofing materials, etc) and tires, paint and 
	 oil-based	products.	Call	the	Public	Works	Department	
 at (708) 891-8160 for disposal instructions.

•	 New	Year’s	Day,	Memorial	Day,	Independence	Day,			
 Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas Day are   
 observed holidays. Waste removal resumes the 
 following workday.
 
WATER SYSTEM INFORMATION
The city’s water system is a closed system which uses Lake 
Michigan	water	exclusively.	 There	are	no	wells	connected	
to the system. The city tests the water for bacteria twice a 
month at various sites located throughout the city. These 
samples are sent to a state-certified lab, which notifies the 
city	and	Illinois	EPA	of	the	results.	All	surface	water	contains	
a	certain	amount	of	contaminants,	which	must	fall	below	EPA	
mandated-levels. These levels are monitored by the city’s  
parent water suppliers, Chicago and Hammond, IN. The  
testing results and other information concerning the city’s 
water system are published annually in the Consumer  
Confidence Report. This report begins on page 11 of this 
publication and a copy can also be obtained online at  
www.calumetcity.org/2008CCR.pdf.

JULY IS “BACK TO SCHOOL HEALTH MONTH”
On	July	9,	the	Health,	Youth	and	Family	Services	Department	
will be offering free dental exams for Calumet City students 
entering kindergarten, second and sixth grade. The State 
of Illinois mandates that all students entering these grades  
receive a dental exam. Services will be provided by  
Preferred	 Dentistry	 Associates,	 P.C.	 This	 organization	 
provides mobile preventative dental services, including oral 
exams, prophylaxis, fluoride treatments and free dental  
sealants, which eliminate the potential for dental decay.

On	July	9	and	23,	the	department	will	offer	free	immuniza-
tions for children between the ages of two-months and 18 
years old.

The department will be offering school physicals on July 16. 
The State of Illinois requires all children entering pre-kinder-
garten, kindergarten, sixth and ninth graders to receive a 
school physical. The cost for this service is $20 (cash only). 
Additionally, all students who participate in school sport  
activities are required to obtain a yearly physical. A parent or 
guardian must accompany their child.

Appointments are necessary for all of these services. To sign 
up,	call	the	Health,	Youth	and	Family	Services	Department	at	
(708) 891-8170.
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The Health, Youth and Family Services Department offers free  
blood pressure screenings every Thursday from 2 to 4 pm.

The city provides quality, efficient services to the community.



MAYOR’S STUDENT/TEACHER 
AWARDS

Students and teachers are honored annually for excellence in the classroom.

STUDENTS & TEACHERS HONORED
Local students and teachers were recognized at 
the	 Mayor’s	 11th	 annual	 Student	 and	 Teacher	
Awards Ceremony held at the American Legion 
Post	330.	Students	were	nominated	by	their	schools	
for displaying the highest level of achievement in 
leadership, athletics, fine arts, citizenship and aca-
demics. Teachers were honored for commitment to  
excellence in the classroom. Each recipient received 
a plaque and resolution for their achievement.

WENTWORTH JR. HIGH SCHOOL DIRKSEN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Leadership:   Trinity Home Leadership:   Ta’Shea Tinglin

Athletics:   Bianca	Ruiz Athletics:   Gregory	McClain

Fine Art:   Precious	Jones Fine Art:   Medinah	Marshall

Citizenship:   Diana	Maldanado Citizenship:   Donte’	Briggs

Academics:   Dennis	Minefee,	Jr. Academics:   China Anderson

Teacher of the Year:  Ms.	Kathy	Wetzig Teacher of the Year:  Mr.	Anthony	Britton

LINCOLN SCHOOL SCHRUM MEMORIAL SCHOOL

Leadership:   Kennedy	Perry Leadership:   Bre’Anna	Austin

Athletics:   Trevond Scott Athletics:   William Wilson

Fine Art:   Anabel Galvan Fine Art:   Emerald Jackson

Citizenship:   Cecilia Velasco Citizenship:   Mayra	Lechuga

Academics:   Quentin	Baker Academics:   Jacoyah Harrison

Teacher of the Year:  Mrs.	Mary	Ellen	Uribe Teacher of the Year:  Mr.	Mark	Howard

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR SCHOOL   

Leadership:   Douglas Roach

Athletics:   Sara Daw

Fine Art:   Miracle	Diala

Citizenship:   Jordan Whitted

Academics:   Antonia Roberts

T. F. NORTH HIGH SCHOOL THORNWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

Leadership:   Brandon	Willingham Leadership: Lauren Walker

Athletics:   Nafi Abdulai Athletics: Tejumade Durowade

Fine Art:   Arianna	Bradley Fine Art: Joshua Singleton

Citizenship:   Jennifer Reavers Citizenship: Jae An

Academics:   Melinda	Gute Academics: Britney	Retess

Teacher of the Year:  Mr.	Moses	Hulbert Teacher of the Year: Ms.	Julianne	Dannowitz
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Mayor Michelle and the award winners at this year’s Student/Teacher Awards Night.
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The community celebrates its rich past while looking forward to the future.

L INCOLN L ANDMARK

DEDICATION

The	bicentennial	of	President	
Abraham Lincoln’s birth was 
celebrated in a big way in 
Calumet City. A year and 
a half in the making, the 
event was coordinated and 
sponsored by the Calumet 
City Historical Society and 
co-sponsored by the City 
of Calumet City and Illinois 
State Historical Society. The 
ceremony included the dedi-
cation of a historical marker 
commemorating the location 

where Lincoln’s funeral train crossed the Illinois border, bring-
ing	him	back	to	his	homeland	and	final	resting	place	in	May	
1865. The marker, located on the corner of State Line Road 
and State Street, also explains the rich history of the area 
and the origins of Calumet City.
 

The	 celebration	 started	 with	 the	 posting	 of	 colors	 by	 Boy	
Scout Troop 268 and the Ninth Indiana Civil War Reenac-
tors,	Special	Sharp	Shooter	Division.	Patrick	Mooney	led	the	
crowd in the singing of the National Anthem and the state 
song	“Illinois.”	Civil	War	Chaplain	Reenactor	Greg	Machek	
led	an	invocation	and	CCHS	President	Sue	Warner	emceed	
the	event.	Mayor	Michelle	read	a	tribute	to	Abraham	Lincoln	
written in 1867 and Elaine Egdorf of the ISHS discussed the 

significance of the marker. A 
lively presentation of Stephen 
Douglas, portrayed by Terry 
Lynch, explained his links to 
President	 Lincoln	 and	 Calu-
met City. The highlight of the 
ceremony was the unveiling 
of the historical marker by 
Mayor	Michelle	and	Cynthia	
Ogorek,	CCHS	member	and	
local author, who was primar-
ily responsible for historical 
research and obtaining the 
marker.
 
A plentiful Victorian reception followed, hosted by members 
dressed in period costumes, serving foods of the Lincoln 
Era.	 The	 Battlefield	 Balladeers	 provided	 Civil	 War	 Music	
for entertainment. Three students read their winning essays 

about why they thought 
Abraham Lincoln was 
a great man. A raffle, 
museum store and ex-
hibits about Lincoln were 
enjoyed by the large 
turnout of guests who at-
tended.	 Provided	 by	 the	
Calumet City Historical  
Society.

CCHS President Sue Warner 
emcees the ceremony.

Mayor Michelle and Cynthia Ogorek unveil the new historical marker 
at the corner of State Line Road and State Street.

Terry Lynch, Stephen Douglas  
reenactor, discusses Douglas’s 

links to Lincoln and Calumet City.

The Battlefield Balladeers perform 
music of the Civil War era.

Alderman Leni shops for Lincoln merchandise in the museum store.



Preparation and public education minimizes property and personal losses.
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FLOODPLAIN

NEWS

FLOODING IS EVERYONE’S CONCERN 
Floods are the most common natural disaster in the United 
States. They’ve caused nearly $24 billion in losses in the last 
10 years. There is a 26 percent chance of experiencing a 
flood during the life of a 30-year mortgage in high-risk flood 
areas. However, losses due to flooding are not covered un-
der typical homeowner’s and business insurance policies.
 
CAUSES OF FLOODING
•	 Hurricanes	and	tropical	storms	cause	floods	that	can	 
 create far more damage than high winds.

•	 Nor’easters,	or	extra-tropical	cyclones,	also	cause	 
 flooding and storm surge.

•	 Heavy	rains,	winter	storms,	and	spring	thaws	bring	 
 flooding to river basins.

•	 Overburdened	or	clogged	drainage	systems	lead	to		 	
 property damage both within and outside floodplains.

•	 Construction	and	new	development	affect	natural	 
 drainage and create new flood risks.
 
DETERMINE YOUR FLOOD RISK AT
FLOODSMART.GOV 
Is your property in a high-risk or moderate- to low-risk area? 
Knowing	your	flood	profile	will	help	you	understand	your	risk	
of financial loss.

Find out your relative flood risk right now — online at  
www.FloodSmart.gov.	 Simply	 click	 on	 “Assess	 Your	 Risk”	
and enter your property address to see your relative risk, 
find links to flood maps and other flood insurance community  
resources.
 
NEWS FOR LOW-RISK PROPERTIES
Expanded, Lower-cost Coverage
If a single-family home or business is located in a low- to 
moderate-risk	area,	 the	owners	may	be	eligible	for	 the	Pre-
ferred	Risk	Policy	(PRP).	For	homeowners,	 this	policy	covers	
the	home	and	contents	for	as	little	as	$119	a	year.	PRP	poli-
cies are available for businesses as well, saving about 30 
percent	 off	 standard	 premiums.	 Contents-only	 PRP	 policies	
are available for renters and business owners who lease their 
buildings. Ask an insurance agent for details.

Other Flood Precautions People Should Take
Being	flood	smart	 includes	protecting	your	property	before	
floods	occur.	Be	sure	that	major	appliances,	electric	switch-
boxes, outlets and heating equipment are well above poten-
tial flood levels. Install floating drain plugs and sewer system 
backflow valves to help prevent flood drain overflow.

Find Out More About Flood Insurance
Flood insurance is offered through the National Flood Insur-
ance	Program,	which	provides	 federally	backed	protection	
against flood losses. To find out more, call your insurance 
agent,	contact	the	NFIP	at	(800)	427-2419	to	find	a	nearby	
agent or visit www.FloodSmart.gov.

The city offers a rebate program to  
offset the cost of home flood prevention 
improvements. The program reimburses 
homeowners 50% of the project, up to 
$2,500. For more information about 
the city’s rebate program, contact the 
Department of Inspectional Services at  
(708) 891-8120 or visit  
www.calumetcity.org.

Crews worked to remove overgrowth from the banks of  
the Little Calumet River earlier this year.
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ANNUAL DRINKING WATER 
QUALIT Y REPORT

Calumet City, IL0310390 
Annual Water Quality Report 

For the period of January 1 to December 31, 2008 

This report is intended to provide you with important information about 
your drinking water and the efforts made by the Calumet City Water 
Department to provide safe drinking water. 

Calumet	 City	 draws	 100%	 of	 its	 drinking	 water	 from	 Lake	 Michigan	
(supplied by Chicago 20% and Hammond 80%). 

Each year, on a monthly basis, our water is tested by state-approved 
laboratories for a wide range of possible contaminants. 

This	year,	as	in	the	years	past,	our	City’s	water	has	met	all	USEPA	and	
state	drinking	water	health	standards.	Our	system	vigilantly	safeguards	
its water supply, and we are able to report that the department had no 
violation of a contaminant level or of any other water quality standard in 
the previous year. 

Calumet City had no violations or contaminations for the calendar year 
2008, nor have we had any violations for more than 10 years. 

This report summarizes the quality of water that we provided last year, 
including information on where your water comes from, what it contains, 
and how it compares to standards set by regulating agencies. We are 
committed to providing you with information because informed custom-
ers are our best allies. 

For more information regarding this report, contact: 
Mark	Nosich,	Calumet	City	Water	Department	

(708) 891-8155 

Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre el agua que 
usted bebe. Si no entiende el contenido o tiene alguna pregunta puede 
llamar	a	la	oficina	de	la	Alcalde	Michelle	Markiewicz	Qualkinbush	al	
(708) 891-8113. 

Sources of Drinking Water:
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) in-
clude rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells. As wa-
ter travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it can 
dissolve naturally occurring minerals and radioactive materials, and pick 
up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human activity. 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected 
to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence 
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health 
risk.	More	information	about	contaminants	and	potential	health	effects	
can	be	obtained	by	calling	the	EPA’s	Safe	Drinking	Water	Hotline	at	
(800) 426-4791. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
Microbial	contaminants,	such	as	viruses	and	bacteria,	which	may	come	
from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock op-
erations and wildlife. 

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be natural-
ly occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial, or domes-
tic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming. 
Pesticides	and	herbicides,	which	may	come	from	a	variety	of	sources	as	
agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses. 

Organic	chemical	contaminants,	including	synthetic	and	volatile	organic	
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum 
production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff, and septic systems. 

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the 
result of oil and gas production and mining activities. In order to ensure 
that	tap	water	is	safe	to	drink,	the	USEPA	prescribes	regulations	that	limit	
the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water 
systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled wa-
ter, which must provide the same protection for public health. 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking wa-
ter than the general population. Immuno- compromised persons such as 
persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have un-
dergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune sys-
tem disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from 
infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from 
their	health	care	providers.	EPA/CDC	guidelines	on	appropriate	means	
to lessen the risk of infection by Crytosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
(800) 426-4791. 

2008 Water Quality Data 
Chicago – Hammond 

DEFINITION OF TERMS: 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contami-
nant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk 
to	health.	MCLGs	allow	for	a	margin	of	safety.	

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contami-
nant	 that	 is	 allowed	 in	 drinking	 water.	 MCLs	 are	 set	 as	 close	 to	 the	
MCLGs	as	feasible	using	the	best	available	treatment	technology.	

Level Found: This column represents the highest result, unless otherwise 
noted, during the CCR calendar year. In some cases, it may represent a 
single sample if only one sample was collected. 

Range of Detections: This column represents a range of individual 
sample results, from lowest to highest, that were collected during the 
CCR calendar year. 

cont’d on following pages



ANNUAL DRINKING WATER 
QUALIT Y REPORT
Date of Sample:	 If	a	date	appears	 in	 this	column,	 the	Illinois	EPA	re-
quires monitoring for this contaminant less than once per year because 
the concentrations do not frequently change. If no date appears in the 
column, monitoring for this contaminant was conducted during the Con-
sumer Confidence Report calendar year. 

Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if ex-
ceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system 
must follow. 

Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended to reduce the 
level of a contaminant in drinking water. 

nd: Not detectable at testing limits. n/a: Not applicable

Detected Contaminants 
2008 Non-regulated Contaminant Detections 

The following table identifies contaminants detected within the past 
five years. State and federal regulations do not require monitoring 
for these contaminants and no maximum contaminant level (MCL) 
has been established. These detections are for informational pur-
poses only. No mandated health effects language exists. The CCR 
Rule does not require that this information be reported; however, it 
may be useful when evaluating possible sources of contamination 
or characterizing overall water quality. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS: 
Level Found: This column represents the highest result, unless otherwise 
noted, during the CCR calendar year. In some cases, it may represent a 
single sample if only one sample was collected. 

Range of Detections: This column represents a range of individual 
sample results, from lowest to highest that were collected during the 
CCR calendar year. 

Date of Sample:	 If	a	date	appears	 in	 this	column,	 the	Illinois	EPA	re-
quires monitoring for this contaminant less than once per year because 
the concentrations do not frequently change. If no date appears in the 
column, monitoring for this contaminant was conducted during the CCR 
calendar year. 

Microbial Contaminants MCLG MCL Level 
Found

Range of 
Detections Violations Date of 

Sample
TOTAL COLIFORM  
Bacteria (% pos/mo)  
Human and animal fecal 
waste

0 5% 0.76% 
in Sept n/a

FECAL COLIFORM AND
E.COLI (# pos/mo) Human
and animal fecal waste.

0 0 3 n/a

TURBIDITY (%<0.3 NTU)
Soil runoff. Lowest monthly
percent meeting limit.

n/a TT 100% n/a

TURBIDITY (NTU)
Soil runoff. Highest Single
measurement.

n/a TT=
1NTUmax 0.14 n/a

Inorganic Contaminants MCLG MCL Level 
Found

Range of 
Detections Violations Date of 

Sample

BARIUM (ppm)
Discharge of drilling 
wastes; Discharge from 
metal refineries; Erosion of 
natural deposits.

2 2 0.0194 0.0191-
0.0194

NITRATE (as Nitrogen) 
(ppm)
Runoff from fertilizer use;
Leaching from septic tanks,
sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits.

10 10 0.320 0.304-
0.320

TOTAL NITRATE & NITRITE
(ppm) Runoff from fertil-
izer use; Leaching from 
septic tanks, sewage; Ero-
sion of natural deposits.

10 10 0.320 0.304-
0.320

Disinfectants/Disinfection
By-Products MCLG MCL Level 

Found
Range of 

Detections Violations Date of 
Sample

TTHMs (TOTAL
TRIHALOMETHANES) 
(ppb) By-product of drink-
ing water disinfection.

n/a 80 19.500* 9.100-
29.600

HAA5 (HALOACETIC ACIDS)
(ppb) By-product of drink-
ing water disinfection.

n/a 60 9.000* 3.100-
14.000

*TTHMs	and	HAA5s	are	for	the	Chicago	distribution	system.	Not	all	sample	results	were	used	
for calculating the Highest Level Detected because some results include the IDSE study for 
future compliance that is included in the range of results. Initial distribution System Evaluation 
Standard	Monitoring	Plan.	Stage	2	DBPR	promulgated	on	January	2006.

CHLORINE (as Cl2) (ppm)
Drinking water disinfectant 4.0 4.0 0.74 0.63-0.74

TOC (TOTAL ORGANIC CARBON)
The	percentage	of	Total	Organic	Carbon	(TOC)	removal	was	measured	each	month	and	the	
system	met	all	TOC	removal	requirements	set	by	IEPA

Additional Contaminants MCLG MCL Level 
Found

Range of 
Detections Violations Date of 

Sample
BORON (ppb)
Erosion of naturally oc-
curring deposits; Used in 
detergents and as a water 
softener; Used in produc-
tion of glass, cosmetics, 
pesticides, fire retardants, 
and for leather tanning

28.0 28.0-28.0 01/29
2007

MOLYBDENUM (ppb)
Erosion of naturally  
occurring deposits; Used 
in manufacture of special 
steels

31.0 0-31.0 01/29
2007

Unregulated
Contaminants MCLG MCL Level 

Found
Range of 

Detections Violations Date of 
Sample

SULFATE (ppm)
Erosion of naturally  
occurring deposits.

n/a n/a 28.900 27.700-
28.900

State Regulated
Contaminants MCLG MCL Level 

Found
Range of 

Detections Violations Date of 
Sample

FLUORIDE (ppm)
Water additive which
promotes strong teeth

4 4 1.05 0.92-1.05

SODIUM (ppm) Erosion of
naturally occurring depos-
its; Used as water softener.

n/a n/a 8.85 8.13-8.85

Radioactive
Contaminants MCLG MCL Level 

Found
Range of 

Detections Violations Date of 
Sample

COMBINED RADIUM 
(226/228) (pCi/L) Decay 
of natural and
man-made deposits.

0 5 1.38 1.300-
1.380

GROSS ALPHA excluding
radon and uranium. Decay 
of natural & man-made 
deposits.

0 15 0.88 0.090-
0.880

cont’d on following page



2008 Regulated Contaminants Detected - Calumet City 2008
Lead and Copper
Definitions:
Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is 
primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. We are responsible for providing high quality drinking 
water, but we cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are con-
cerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can 
take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
Action Level Goal (ALG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is not known or expected risk to health. ALGs allow for a 
margin of safety.

Water Quality Test Results
Definitions: The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation.
Maximum	Contaminant	Level	(MCL):	The	highest	level	of	a	contaminant	that	is	allowed	in	drinking	water.	MCL’s	are	set	as	close	to	the	Maximum	
contaminant
Level Goal as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
Maximum	Contaminant	Level	Goal	(MCLG):	The	level	of	a	contaminant	in	drinking	water	below	which	there	is	no	known	or	expected	risk	to	health.	
MCLG’s	allow	for	a	margin	of	safety.
ppm: milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce in 7,350 gallons of water
ppb: micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water.
na: not applicable.
Avg:	Regulatory	compliance	with	some	MCLs	are	based	on	running	annual	average	of	monthly	samples.
Maximum	Residual	Disinfectant	Level	(MRDL):	The	highest	level	of	disinfectant	allowed	in	drinking	water.	There	is	convincing	evidence	that	addition	of	
a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
Maximum	Residual	Disinfectant	Level	Goal	(MRDLG):	The	level	of	disinfectant	in	drinking	water	below	which	there	is	no	known	or	expected	risk	to	
health.
MRDLGs	do	not	reflect	the	benefits	of	the	use	of	disinfectants	to	control	microbial	contaminants.

Not all sample results may have been used for calculating the Highest Level Detected because some results may be part of an evaluation to determine where compliance sampling should occur in the future.

TURBIDITY 
Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water. We monitor it be-
cause it is a good indicator of water quality and the effectiveness of our 
filtration system and disinfectants. 

UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS: 
A	maximum	contaminant	level	(MCL)	for	this	contaminant	has	not	been	
established by either state or federal regulations, nor has mandatory 
health effects language. The purpose for monitoring this contaminant is 
to	assist	USEPA	in	determining	the	occurrence	of	unregulated	contami-
nants in drinking water, and whether future regulation is warranted. 

FLUORIDE 
Fluoride is added to the water supply to help promote strong teeth. The 
Illinois	 Department	 of	 Public	 Health	 recommends	 an	 optimal	 fluoride	
range of 0.9 mg/l to 1.2 mg/l. 

SODIUM 
There	is	not	a	state	or	federal	MCL	for	sodium.	Monitoring	is	required	
to provide information to consumers and health officials that are con-
cerned about sodium intake due to dietary precautions. If you are on a 
sodium-restricted diet, you should consult a physician about this level of 
sodium in the water. 
* Highest Running Annual Average computed 

Disinfectants & 
Disinfection By-Products

Collection
Date

Highest 
Level

Detected

Range of 
Levels

Detected
MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination

Chlorine 2008 .06 .04 - .06 MRDLG=4 MRDL=4 ppm N Water	additive	used	to	control	Microbes

Haloacetic Acids 
(HAA5)* 2008 10 2.99 - 6.02 No goal for

the total 60 ppb N By-product	of	drinking	water	cholorination

Total Trihalomethanes 
(TThm)* 2008 18 13.11 - 19.37 No goal for

the total 80 ppb N By-product	of	drinking	water	cholorination

Lead and Copper Date
Sampled MCLG Action Level

(AL)
90th

Percentile
#	Site	Over

AL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination

Copper 6/20/08 1.3 1.3 0 0 ppm N
Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching
from wood preservatives;  
Corrosion of household plumbing systems.

Lead 6/20/08 0 15 0 0 ppb N Corrosion of household plumbing systems;  
Erosion of natural deposits.

ANNUAL DRINKING WATER 
QUALIT Y REPORT



CITY TREASURER’S 
OFFICE

(708) 891-8125 — gtarka@calumetcity.org

A MESSAGE FROM TREASURER TARKA 
As your newly elected City Treasurer, I would like to take 
this opportunity to tell you a little about myself. For those of 
you who don’t know, I have been the Fifth Ward Alderman 
for the past 13 years and Chairman of the City Council’s 
Finance Committee for the last 10 years which has given me 
a working knowledge of the City’s finances. I am a graduate 
of	DePaul	University	and	a	lifelong	Calumet	City	resident.	As	
an Alderman, I had the opportunity to meet and assist many 
residents in the Fifth Ward. As your City Treasurer, I look for-
ward to making the acquaintance of many new residents 
throughout the City.
 

MY PLAN 
I take very seriously the trust that you, the residents, have put 
in me and rest assured that trust will never be taken lightly. 
During this current global economic slowdown, I pledge to 
keep the administration and City Council informed about the 
status of the city’s finances so they can make informed, re-
sponsible decisions on spending and the budget.
 
Calumet City does not exist in a bubble and we too are 
experiencing shortfalls in revenue sources such as sales tax, 
real estate transfer tax and state income tax. In order to offset 
some of these revenue losses I will make sure that all of the 
city’s holdings are protected and secure. I will negotiate with 
those financial institutions where city money is held in order 
to make sure that we are getting the best possible rate of 
interest on our money. In short, I will work diligently over the 
next four years on behalf of the taxpayers and residents of 
Calumet City to make sure that you are getting your tax dol-
lar’s worth.
 
IN THE FUTURE 
Over	the	summer	I	will	be	working	to	get	the	Treasurer’s	Of-
fice more involved in our community. We plan to contact all 
of the school districts in town to offer a free seminar on the 
“financial	 basics.”	 It	 is	my	belief	 that	 teaching	our	 children	
the value of money, how to balance a checkbook, how to 
budget for expenses and how credit cards actually work will 
make them better prepared to successfully manage their fi-
nances as adults.

FIRE & POLICE PENSIONS REPORT 
The city’s pension funds remain strong, stable and fully-
funded. In compliance with Illinois Compiled Statutes, the 
Treasurer’s	Office	submitted	the	summary	of	real	estate	taxes	
received by the City of Calumet City and monies transferred 
to	 the	Firefighter	and	Police	Pension	Funds.	Firefighters	pen-
sion	distribution	from	May	1,	2008,	to	April	30,	2009,	was	
$1,224,718.	 The	 police	 pension	 distribution	 from	 May	 1,	
2008, to April 30, 2009, was $2,246,189.

Gerald A. Tarka
City Treasurer
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Before serving as City Treasurer, Gerald Tarka served as  
Fifth Ward Alderman for 13 years and as  

the City Council’s Finance Committee Chairman.



CIT Y CLERK’S 
OFFICE

Gloria L. Dooley 
City Clerk

(708) 891-8116 — gdooley@calumetcity.org
 

HOURS: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 5pm, Wednesday - 9am - 8pm  |  Se habla Español.

CENSUS 2010: IT’S IN OUR HANDS
In 2010, the U.S. Census will define who we are as a  
nation. Taken every 10 years, the census affects  
political representation and directs the allocation of  
billions of dollars in government funding. The census data  
is used to determine federal, state and county  
funding provided to the City of Calumet City,  
including	Community	Development	Block	Grants,	 
Motor	Fuel	Tax	monies	and	other	grant	programs	 
essential to our community.
 
In the last census, one in six households  
received a long questionnaire asking for details  
socioeconomic information. This year, every  
household will be contacted by the U.S. Census  
Bureau	by	mail.	The	2010	Census	questionnaire	asks	only	 
a few simple questions of each person – name, relation- 
ship, gender, age and date of birth, race, and whether the 
respondent owns or rents his or her home. This short, simple 
questionnaire takes just a few minutes to complete and 
return by mail. 
 
The	 Census	 Bureau	 does	 not	 release	 or	 share	 information	
that identifies individual respondents or their households for 
72	years.	Every	Census	Bureau	worker	takes	an	oath	for	life	
to protect the confidentiality of census responders. Violation 
would result in a jail term of up to five years and/or fine of 
up	 to	$250,000.	By	 law	 the	Census	Bureau	cannot	share	
an individual’s answers with anyone, including welfare and 
immigration agencies.
 
You	 will	 receive	 more	 information	 from	 my	 office	 as	 we	 
prepare for the census. For more information about  
the 2010 Census, visit www.census.gov/2010census. 
 

THE CENSUS: A SNAPSHOT
•	The	US	Constitution	requires	a	national	 
 census every 10 years.

•	The	census	is	a	count	of	everyone	residing		
 in the United States: in all 50 states,  
 Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin  
 Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of  
 Northern Mariana Islands and American  
 Samoa. This includes people of all ages,  
 races, and ethnic groups, both citizens and  
 non-citizens.

•	Every	year,	more	than	$300	billion	in	 
 federal funds is awarded to states and  
 communities based on census data. That’s  
 more than $3 trillion over a 10-year period.

•	The	2010	Census	will	create	hundreds	of	 
 thousands of temporary jobs across the  
 nation.
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NEW SPEED CONTROLS AROUND 
MEMORIAL PARK 
The	Calumet	Memorial	Park	District’s	new	Family	Fun	Center,	
at	the	corner	of	Wentworth	Avenue	and	Memorial	Drive	in	
the First Ward, is scheduled to open this summer. The new 
facility will be a great place for families to enjoy themselves 
during the warm weather months.
 
In anticipation of increased foot traffic in the area, the city is 
studying the possible use of speed bumps around the park. 
These speed bumps would be modeled after the wider ver-
sion	 used	 in	 Chicago	 neighborhoods.	 Please	 use	 caution	
when driving near the park and be alert for children in the 
area.
 
The new facility is a great resource for families looking to 
spend time together. The area includes a splash pad, batting 
cages,	golf	nets	and	the	“Neos”	electronic	game.	Phase	II	of	
the project will include a miniature golf course and is sched-
uled to be completed in 2010. For hours of operation and 
cost of admission, call the park district at (708) 862-6443 or 
visit www.calumetmemorialparkdistrict.com.
 
HISTORICAL MARKER  
DEDICATION
A new historical marker was dedi-
cated at the corner of State Line 
Road and State Street in the First 
Ward. The sign marks the spot 
where	President	Abraham	Lincoln’s	
funeral train passed through the city 
limits in 1865. The train traveled 
nearly 1,700 miles from Washing-
ton D.C. to Lincoln’s final place of 
rest in Springfield, Illinois. The new 
landmark was sponsored by the 
Calumet City Historical Society, the 
Illinois State Historical Society and 
the City of Calumet City.
 

CONVERTER BOX COUPON PROGRAM
To help consumers with the DTV transition, the government es-
tablished	 the	Digital-to-Analog	Converter	Box	Coupon	Pro-
gram. The National Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration (NTIA), a part of the Department of Commerce, 
administers this program. From now until July 31, 2009, all 
U.S. households will be eligible to 
request up to two coupons, worth 
$40 each, to be used toward the pur-
chase of up to two digital-to-analog 
converter boxes. The coupons may 
only be used for eligible converter 
boxes sold at participating consumer 
electronics retailers and the coupons 
must	be	used	at	the	time	of	purchase.	Please	note	that	these	
coupons	 will	 expire	 90	 days	 after	 mailing.	 On	 average,	
digital-to-analog converter boxes sell from $40 to $70 each. 
This is a one-time cost.
 
For more information on the Digital-to-Analog Converter 
Box	 Coupon	 Program,	 visit	 www.dtv2009.gov	 or	 call	 
(888)	388-2009	(voice)	or	(877)	530-2634	(TTY).

FIRST 
WARD

Edward Gonzalez
First Ward Alderman

(708) 891-8198 — egonzalez@calumetcity.org
 City Council Committees

Public Utilities, Chairman - Finance, Member - Public Safety, Member
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A new historical marker is dedicated at State and State. Pictured left to right: Zachary Qualkinbush,  

Aldermen Munda and Wosczynski, Mayor Michelle, Aldermen Brian Wilson,  
Edward Gonzalez and Antoine Collins.



MESSAGE TO SECOND WARD RESIDENTS 
To the residents of the Second Ward – Thank you for the 
honor to serve you once again. I am committed to keeping 
your interests and concerns as the driving force in moving our 
great neighborhood forward.
 

EARTH DAY ACTIVITIES 
For many years, I have sponsored annual Earth Day activi-
ties to raise awareness about our environment. We all 
must do our part to leave our planet a better place to 
live	for	our	children	and	grandchildren.	On	April	25,	
we held the annual Second Ward Clean-Up, giving 
residents the opportunity to begin their spring clean-
ing.	The	Public	Works	Department	helped	by	remov-
ing unwanted items and rubbish from alleys.
 
On	April	26,	Calumet	City	children	participated	in	the	
Earth	Day	Planting	at	Fire	House	II.	Refreshments	were	
served and the winners of the Earth Day coloring 
contest	were	announced.	Haley	Sandman,	Kourtney	
Landing,	Sergio	Del	Real	and	Gabriel	Munda	were	
all	winners.	On	both	days	we	also	hosted	a	paper	re-
cycling drive. For the first time, we collected oil-based 
products to insure they were disposed of in an eco-
friendly manner. 

ORDINANCE REMINDERS
Curfew for minors (Sec. 62-484)
Summer curfew applies to minors 
(any person under 17 years of age):

Sunday - Thursday: 
10:00 pm until 6:00 am the following day

Friday - Saturday: 
11:00 pm until 6:00 am the following day
 
Sound device restrictions (Sec. 62-14)
It is unlawful to play music from any type of device if it is 
audible from a distance greater than 75 feet. Vehicles found 
in violation are impounded and the owner is responsible for 
fines and towing fees.
 
Weeds and Vegetation (Sec. 26-203)
It is unlawful for anyone to permit lawns, weeds, grasses or 
plants (other than trees, bushes, flowers or other ornamental 
plants) to grow to a height exceeding six (6) inches.

SECOND 
WARD

Magdalena J. “Leni” Wosczynski 
Second Ward Alderman

(708) 891-8192 — mwosczynski@calumetcity.org 
 City Council Committees 

Public Safety, Chairman - Public Utilities, Member - Public Works, Member
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Children plant flowers at Fire Station II on Pulaski Road.

Alderman Leni with Haley Sandman, an Earth Day Coloring Contest winner.



THIRD 
WARD

Thaddeus Jones
Third Ward Alderman

(708) 891-8193 — tjones@calumetcity.org
 City Council Committees

Ordinances & Resolutions, Chairman - Finance, Member - Public Works, Member

STREET-TO-STREET & TOWN HALL MEETINGS 
Every summer I host community meetings throughout the Third 
Ward. At every meeting, we discuss issues regarding crime, 
housing and city ordinances. I encourage you to attend. 
These meeting offer an opportunity to gather and discuss the 
issues	that	are	important	to	our	community.	Open	dialogue	
and working together are needed to sustain safe and healthy 
neighborhoods.

THIRD WARD COOKOUT
This year’s Third Ward Cookout is scheduled for Saturday, 
August	1,	at	Downey	Park,	300	Jeffery	Ave.	The	free	family	
event features food, music, entertainment, youth activities and 
school supply giveaways. It is a great chance to get out and 
meet your neighbors. If you would like to volunteer for this 
or any Third Ward events, please call my office at (708) 
891-8193.

LANDLORD/NEIGHBORHOOD 
WATCH MEETINGS
Beginning	this	June,	all	landlord	and	Neighborhood	Watch	
meetings will be held on the same day in order to facilitate 
better communication between the community and the po-
lice department. These meetings are designed to encourage 
discussion on community events, share information about 
new and proposed ordinances and provide direct commu-
nication with the city.

Saturday, July 11
ThIRD WARD ADOPT-A-BLOCk PROGRAM
Volunteers needed to help clean alleys and streets 
from Stoney Island Avenue to Crandon Avenue

Public Works Department
1701 Dolton Rd - 9:00 am
For more information or to volunteer call 
Nyota Figgs at (773) 454-4944

Tuesday, July 28
ThIRD WARD COOkOUT VOLUNTEER  
MEETING

Downey Park Fieldhouse
300 Jeffery Ave – 7:00 pm

Saturday, August 1
hIV/AIDS WALk

T.F. North High School
755 Pulaski Rd - 8:00 am to noon
For more information call (708) 868-4663

Saturday, August 1
ThIRD WARD COOkOUT EVENT

Downey Park
300 Jeffery Ave - Noon to 7:00 pm
For more information call (708) 868-4663
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Alderman Jones checks under the hood of the police department’s  
new G.R.E.A.T. Program Nascar.

WARD SCHEDULE



FOURTH 
WARD

Brian Wilson
Fourth Ward Alderman

(708) 891-8194 — bwilson@calumetcity.org 
 City Council Committees 

Finance, Chairman - Health, Education & Welfare, Member - Ordinances & Resolutions, Member

HONORING THE FALLEN 
I	had	honor	of	 representing	 the	Mayor	Mi-
chelle	and	speaking	at	this	year’s	Memorial	
Day	 service	 at	 the	 American	 Legion	 Post	
#330. The annual event, co-sponsored by 
the	VFW	Ehinger	Bros.	Post	8141,	pays	hom-
age to the women and men of the American 
Armed Forces who have given the ultimate 
sacrifice. 
 
I encourage everyone to support our local 
veteran organizations. They are operated by 
individuals who dedicate their time and tal-
ent to supporting the American military and 
preserving our ideals. These organizations 
assist veterans with health, education and fi-
nancial benefits, VA claims and military fam-
ily assistance. They also help welcome our 
troops when they return home.
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE
As new Finance Committee Chairman, I am committed the  
fiscal well-being of our city. The Finance Committee of the 
City Council oversees the functions of the Finance Depart-
ment,	 Purchasing	 and	 Personnel	 departments,	 personnel	
evaluation and council rules. It is a great responsibility and 
I intend to keep the public up-to-date on the city’s financial 
standing.
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES IN CALUMET CITY
I	 recently	 represented	 Mayor	 Michelle	 and	 threw	 out	 the	
Ceremonial	First	Pitch	at	 the	Calumet	City	Youth	Organiza-
tion’s	Opening	Day.	Hundreds	of	local	youth	play	baseball	
and softball all summer long. There are many similar organi-
zations throughout Calumet City that provide our youth with 
recreational	options	 throughout	 the	year.	More	 information	
about	these	programs	is	available	under	the	“Links”	section	
of our website, www.calumetcity.org.

KEEP THE FOURTH WARD CLEAN
Remember	 to	put	 trash	 in	 its	proper	place.	Keep	your	yard	
and alley free of garbage and loose debris. Every little bit 
helps	to	keep	our	ward	looking	good.	Please	do	your	part	
to keep the Fourth Ward clean. Residents are required to 
remove graffiti within 72 hours and the city can offer assis-
tance.	Report	graffiti	immediately	to	the	Calumet	City	Police	
Department at (708) 868-2500.

1 9 .

City Council members at the Calumet City Youth Organization’s 
Opening Day at Veterans Park. Pictured left to right:  

Aldermen Roger Munda, Antoine Collins, Brian Wilson,  
Edward Gonzalez and Thaddeus Jones.

Alderman Wilson speaks at this year’s Memorial Day service at the  
American Legion Post #330.



FIFTH 
WARD

Roger Munda
Fifth Ward Alderman

(708) 891-8195 — rmunda@calumetcity.org
 City Council Committees

Health, Education & Welfare, Chairman - Permits & Licenses, Member - Public Safety, Member

MESSAGE TO FIFTH WARD RESIDENTS 
I am excited and eager to serve as your Fifth Ward Alder-
man.	Over	the	next	four	years,	I	want	to	emphasize	the	im-
portance of families in our ward. I was fortunate enough to 
be surrounded by many great families on my block growing 
up and they were a huge influence on me. I think it is very im-
portant to keep our town moving forward – to keep families 
strong and work hard in our community.
 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT
The improvements in the Forsythe Avenue area are nearing 
completion. I ask you to be patient while construction crews 
finish their work and use caution when driving in the area. 
The entire scope of work includes new cul-de-sacs, side-
walks, lighting and landscaping. The entire project should be 
completed this summer.
 
WARD IMPROVEMENT LISTS
I am currently compiling a new list for alley grading, tree 
trimming and sidewalk repairs. If you require these services, 
please	call	my	office.	Please	understand	that	funding	is	limit-
ed and priority is always given to alleys, trees and sidewalks 
that are deemed to be in the worst condition.
 
STAY VIGILANT AGAINST CRIME
I urge all Fifth Ward residents to work with the police depart-
ment to keep our neighborhoods safe for our families. If you 
witness an incident that requires a police response, please 
call	911	immediately.	Be	sure	to	give	a	timely	and	accurate	
description of the situation. If there is a constant problem with 
a property, make sure to call the police each and every time 
an incident occurs. When making a complaint, report the 
exact address involved. Doing so allows the city to track the 
property and if it meets the criteria of the Disorderly House 
ordinance, the property owner can be fined up to $750. 
If the incident involves a vehicle, record the make, model 
and license plate if possible. If you wish to report an ongo-
ing problem anonymously, call the department’s tip line at  
(708)	891-STOP.
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JOIN NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Neighborhood Watch partners police  
officers with residents to tackle crime in 
our community. Watch groups meet once 
a month in the evening. To find out which 
zone you live in, contact the Calumet City 
Police Department at (708) 868-2500 or 
visit www.calumetcity.org.

Alderman Munda inspects an alley in the Fifth Ward.



SIXTH 
WARD

Nick Manousopoulos
Sixth Ward Alderman

(708) 891-8196 — nmanousopoulos@calumetcity.org 
 City Council Committees 

Public Works, Chairman - Permits & Licenses, Member - Public Utilities, Member

SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
As	the	Public	Works	Committee	Chairman,	I	am	responsible	
for	overseeing	the	functions	of	the	Public	Works	and	Sewer	
Departments.	 One	 program	 that	 is	 of	 particular	 interest	 to	
residents on a yearly basis is the city’s sidewalk replacement 
program.	Each	alderman	is	allotted	Motor	Fuel	Tax	funds	to	
be used for sidewalk replacement. This program is offered in 
accordance with Illinois Department of Transportation proce-
dures, which include bidding out the program.
 
Sidewalks that present the worst safety hazards to walkers, 
cyclists,	carriages,	etc.	are	given	first	priority.	Please	feel	free	
to call me in order to be considered for the 2009 sidewalk 
replacement program. I would just ask that you keep in mind 
that funding is limited. Again, priority is always given to the 
sidewalks that are deemed to be in the worst condition.
 

GARBAGE REMOVAL REQUIREMENTS
Please	remember	 that	your	green	garbage	toter	should	be	
available for pick-up by 6:30 am on your scheduled pick-
up day. Additional items, such as appliances and furniture, 
should	be	ready	at	the	same	time.	Branches	and	carpeting	
should be rolled up in three-foot lengths and should weigh no 
more than 50 lbs. Construction debris (roofing, siding, con-
crete, etc.) is not accepted and requires a dumpster. If you 
are	 throwing	out	oil-based	products,	 call	 the	 Public	Works	
Department at (708) 891-8160.

FLOOD LEVEE STRENGTHENED
The city recently finished reinforcing the levee on the south 
border of the city. The levee is designed to hold back the 
excess water of the Little Calumet River during times of exces-
sive rain. The city also worked to trim back trees and shrubs 
on the levee. Their branches can block sunlight and prevent 
grass from growing on the levee, which leads to the erosion 
of the topsoil. City crews clean blockages regularly to allow 
for proper water drainage, preventing pooling in residential 
areas.
 
WEEDS & VEGETATION
It is against city ordinance for anyone to permit grass and 
weeds to grow to a height exceeding six (6) inches, which 
can be declared a nuisance. Chapter 28 of the Calumet 
City	 Municipal	 Code	 provides	 provisions	 to	 issue	 citations	
and fines to owners or occupants who do not control the 
growth of weeds and vegetation. This includes areas in alleys 
and behind garages.
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Officials break ground on the new Wentworth Avenue lighting  
project. Pictured left to right: Alex Rodriquez, Project Foreman from 

Utility Dynamics, Ron Weideman, Senior Project Engineer from  
Robinson Engineering, Mayor Michelle and Alderman Manousopoulos.

The reinforced levee holds back riverwater along Shirley Avenue.



SEVENTH 
WARD

Antoine Collins
Seventh Ward Alderman

(708) 891-8197— acollins@calumetcity.org
 City Council Committees

Permits & Licenses, Chairman - Health, Education & Welfare, Member - Ordinances & Resolutions, Member

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & INITIATIVES 
As the new alderman of the Seventh Ward, there are many 
efforts and initiatives that I would like to institute to enhance 
our great community. Establishing a ward office is one in par-
ticular. Within the next year, I am hopeful that residents will 
have a place to come to meet their alderman, voice con-
cerns and share thoughts and ideas. A ward office can also 
serve as a resource center for the community. 
 
Here are some other initiatives that are forthcoming:
•	 Seventh	Ward	Monthly	Town	Hall	Meetings	–	every
 third Wednesday of the month, 6:30 pm at TF North   
	 High	School,	755	Pulaski	Rd,	Auditorium

•	 Seventh	Ward	Bowling	Night,	Movie	Nights,	Green	
	 Initiative	and	Clean-Up,	Youth	and	Young	Adult	Summits,		
	 Support	Our	Seniors	Initiative,	Sports	Clinics	(times	
	 and	dates	TBA)

•	 Network	of	Strength	Mother’s	Day	Breast	Cancer	Walk		
	 every	May,	UNCF	Walk	every	September	and	annual		
	 Blood	Drive

•	 Various	workshops	including,	wellness,	financial,	literacy		
 and support services
 
If you are interested in volunteering as a member of the 
planning committee of any of the above mentioned events, 
please contact me.
 
GET INVOLVED
Residents, the Seventh Ward and the City of Calumet City 
are our community. We must take an active stake in it. While 
we all have great ideas and serious concerns, unless we 
work together to address them, we won’t get the results that 
we desire. I need your participation to enhance our commu-
nity. I am challenging you to assist me in the following ways:
 
Join the Seventh Ward Residential Advisory Board. I 
would like to gather the input of all residents, of all ages. 
Without input from the community this cannot be done. Resi-
dents	should	become	a	part	of	 the	Advisory	Board	so	that	
together we can continue progress in our ward.

Join me in establishing Block Clubs throughout our ward. 
I am encouraging existing block clubs and those interested 
in establishing block clubs to contact me. These clubs build 
community pride and improve the quality-of-life in the neigh-
borhood.

Residents of our ward have many great resources and tal-
ents, from former educators and coaches to other various 
professionals. I would like to challenge them all to become 
involved. I ask your assistance and patience as I work with 
you to enhance the Seventh Ward and Calumet City! 
 
WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON IN 
THE SEVENTH WARD?
Visit our website at www.calumetcity7thward.org. In a contin-
ued commitment to being accessible and communicating to 
residents, I have started the Seventh Ward’s very own web-
site. Some facets of this site will include a page informing 
residents about events occurring within the ward, links to job 
opportunities and highlights of some of our star pupils. It will 
also allow residents another method to correspond with their 
alderman to request city services or report a nuisance.

Seventh Ward Town Hall Meetings
Every third Wednesday of the month

TF North High School
755 Pulaski Rd
Auditorium • 6:30 pm2 2 .

Participants at the Network of Strenght Mother’s Day Breast Cancer 
Walk head to the finish line. Alderman Collins and Seventh Ward 

residents participated at this year’s event in Chicago.



Sponsored by the City of Calumet City
DIAL-A-BUS is a FREE bus service provided for senior citizens on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
To participate, call the Health, Youth and Family Services Department at (708) 891-8170 BEFORE 9:00 am on Monday  
to schedule your pickup.

SENIOR CITIZEN BUS

SCHEDULE

 BUS #1
•		Stops	along	Wentworth	Avenue	north	of	159th	Street

•		Wilson	School	on	Wentworth	Avenue	and	Memorial	
Drive

•		Corner	of	Superior	Avenue	and	Sibley	Boulevard

•		Caroline	Sibley	School	at	Sibley	Boulevard	and	Yates	
Avenue

•		River	Oaks	Mobile	Estates	and	the	Garden	House	 
Apartments

•		These	and	other	requested	stops	including	Walgreens,	
River	Oaks	Shopping	Center,	Wentworth	Woods	

 Shopping Center and more
 
 

BUS #2
•		The	Park	of	River	Oaks	Condos

•		Corner	of	Dogwood	Court	and	Paxton	Avenue

•		Garden	House	Apartments

•		Victory	Centre	Independent	Living	Facility

•		River	Oaks	Shopping	Center

•		Corner	of	Wentworth	Avenue	and	159th	Street

•		Corner	of	Pulaski	Road	and	Price	Avenue

•	Stops	along	Michigan	City	Road

•	Hoover	and	Schrum	Schools

•		These	and	other	requested	stops	including	Thornton	 
Township Senior Center, Wentworth Woods Shopping 
Center and more

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF TIME FOR ALL BUSES IS FROM 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM. 
YOU CAN SCHEDULE YOUR RIDE HOME DIRECTLY WITH THE BUS DRIVER. 
For more information about Calumet City’s Senior Citizen Bus Service, please call the health, 
Youth and Family Services Department at (708) 891-8170.
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DEPARTMENT DIRECTORY

EMERGENCY 9-1-1
City Clerk’s Office (708) 891-8116
City Treasurer’s Office  (708) 891-8125 
Community & Economic Development  (708) 891-8140 
Emergency Service & 
Disaster Agency (ESDA)  (708) 891-8190 
Fire (non-emergency)  (708) 891-8145 
Garbage Removal 
(Waste Management) (800) 796-9696 
Health, Youth & Family Services (708) 891-8180 
Inspectional Services  (708) 891-8120 
Library  (708) 862-6220 
Mayor’s Office (708) 891-8105
Personnel   (708) 891-8100 
Police (non-emergency)  (708) 868-2500 
Public Works  (708) 891-8160 
Purchasing  (708) 891-8137 
Sewer & Maintenance   (708) 891-8229 
Water Billing  (708) 891-8121 
Water Service  (708) 891-8155

www.calumetcity.org
www.youtube.com/cityofcalumetcity

www.twitter.com/calumetcity

FRIDAY, JULY 3
Superior Street Complex

(behind TF North High School - 755 Pulaski Rd)
 

KIDDIE KARNIVAL
5:00 – 8:00 pm

Old-fashioned games and face painting for kids!
 

FIREWORKS! 
9:15 pm

Grilled food available for sale from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.
Commemorative Independence Day items available. 

Sit in the football bleachers or bring your own blanket or chair. No pets or alcohol permitted.
 

Co-sponsored by the City of Calumet City and the Calumet Memorial Park District


